
 

Benson BID Board Meeting 
Minutes and Action Items 
 
Wednesday, August 9, 2019 
Benson Community Center, 6008 Maple Street, Omaha, NE 
 

Board Present Staff Guests 

Pat York  Brittany Dabestani Jim Shaffer, 402 Arts Collective 

Bill Carmichael   Liz Moldenhauer, BNA 

Chris Erickson X  Michelle Grossman, Benson Outback 

Patrick Cavanaugh X  John A. Murphy, CHI Health 

Joe Pittack X  Paul Hanson, Omaha Police Dept. 

D’Ann Rhoten X  Benjamin Maides, Au Courant 

Rebecca Harding X  Karen Pietsch, Omaha Public Library 

   David Losole, Virtuoso Pizza 

   Terri Blackburn, Mayor’s Office 

 
Agenda confirmed. Meeting called to order at 11:33 am and concluded at 12:42 pm. 
 

INTRODUCTIONS 
There are several new guests present and introductions are made 
around the table. 
 
Crime update was first discussion. (See Community Concerns & 
Updates section.) 
 
MINUTES 
D’Ann motions to approve the July minutes, Chris seconds. There is a 
unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 
At the last meeting, D’Ann motioned to approve the June minutes and 
Joe seconded the motion. There was not a quorum, so an email vote 
was sent to Patrick and Rebecca. Both voted to approve the June 
minutes.  

Action Items 
 
 
 
 
 
Brittany to send 
contact information 
for Crime Prevention 
Specialist Lauren 
Genier out to 
business owners 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
June 2019 Expenses: 
$44,201.40 has been spent YTD of $62,829.00 budgeted.  
$717.00 - Landscaping & Mowing 
$186.17 - OPPD  
$6.00 - Google Suite 
$650.00 - Administrative Services 
 
Joe makes motion to accept the July financial report, Chris seconds. 
There is a unanimous vote in favor of the motion. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
Little Steps, Big Impact Campaign 
Two sets of sidewalk graphics will be installed on August 15 or 16 
near Benson Brewery and Hardy Coffee. They feature a rhyming 
poem on footsteps that act as a PSA about ozone and air quality 
issues in Omaha. This is an outreach campaign run by MAPA.  
 
Broken Pot Removed 
The trash haulers and landscapers were not able to remove the 
broken cement pot at 61st Street. A quote was requested from Trash 
Away, but they just did the work and charged $60 to BID Parking. 
 
Bicycle Sculpture 
We are still waiting for final approval by the Public Art Commission. 
 
Board Nominations 
Dr. York will be selling his building and moving out of the BID 
boundary. Nominations for new board members are being sought. Any 
member who resigns needs to send a letter to the Mayor’s Office. 
Brittany can pass along information on the nomination process.  
 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
BFF Banner Project 
Curzon was able to closely price match on printing services. They also 
store our banners, provide good customer service, are prompt with 
services, and take inventory of our banners. The BFF banners have 
been printed and are ready to be hung. Maggie Weber is providing the 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brittany to take 
banner and hardware 
to Curzon. 
 
 



 

layout to Curzon. Patrick gives Brittany a banner and hardware that 
were knocked down by a passing truck. These BFF banners will stay 
up until next year. 
 
Landscaping  
EverWild and Hagar Outdoor were out on Friday cleaning up the beds 
in time for Benson Days. BNA had four volunteers to weed Benson on 
Friday as well and four others joined in that day to help clean most 
areas except for the parking lot and raingarden. Due to a series of 
personal events, EverWild is going out-of-business. Teresa and D’Ann 
are still owed a reimbursement for sponsorship of the entryway plot as 
work was never completed. Landscaping work for the rest of the 
season is still being negotiated as it is included in EverWild’s proposal 
for services.  
 
There is concern about the raingarden as some plants are spilling out 
onto the sidewalk and obstructing the walkway. D’Ann and Brittany will 
consult Andy Szatko and Dr. Steve Roadie on maintaining the rain 
garden and will recruit volunteers to plan a cleanup day. The Dundee 
Garden Club and Benson Plant Rescue may want to help with the 
effort.  
 
Trash/Recycling Collection 
Due to the increase in tipping fees, the rate for recycling collection has 
increased $105 per week for 20 bins in the BID. Staggering pickup for 
less full bins could help keep costs down. Overfull bins were reported 
by Full House, but these bins were not previously on the pickup route. 
Total sets of bins was 20 in 2018 and is still 20 in 2019. The missing 
bins on Maple St. may have migrated. Bins should not be moved 
without approval because then the haulers will not service them.  
 
Snow Removal Bids. 
Land, Lawn & Beyond did the majority of the snow removal services in 
the winter and we need to schedule services for next winter. Omaha 
Organics has already submitted a bid for snow removal services that 
has lower pricing for salt. Both companies are currently clearing 
private lots in Benson. The board agrees to go with Omaha Organics 
for upcoming snow removal.  
 
Alleyway Lighting 
Toby Sameulson at Morrissey Engineering has offered some 
suggestions for the solar alleyway project and recommended seeing if 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Brittany to devise a 
new pickup schedule 
for the remainder of 
2019 that fits with 
our budget.  
 
 
 
 
 
Brittany to contact 
snow removal 
companies.  



 

OPPD would partner. Chris has a contact at OPPD he recommends 
contacting. Benson Outback would like to copied on all emails so they 
can offer insight and assistance. OPPD owns easements that could 
make the project easier to accomplish and coordinate with property 
owners.  
 
COMMUNITY CONCERNS & UPDATES 
 
Crime in Benson 
On Thursday night there was a homicide outside the Waiting Room. It 
is an active investigation. Officer Paul Hanson has been working in 
the Benson area for years, and communicates regularly with Benson 
property and business owners. There are two officers per shift and a 
District 21 supervisor. If businesses have any relevant video footage 
or possible evidence relating to a crime, they are asked to report it to 
Lauren Genier at OPD.  
 
Recently there has been a group of 5-6 juveniles targeting businesses 
and committing crimes (stolen cell phone, vandalism, stolen bike, 
stolen tip jar, fire extinguisher incident). There has been good 
communication and teamwork to link together events and collect video 
footage. The primary aggressor is a 13-yr-old has been identified and 
the police have spoken with him.  
 
There have been a lot of transients hanging out and sleeping behind 
St. Vincent de Paul causing public disturbances. The owner was 
contacted and the structure was covered in plywood.  
 
There has been graffiti in the alleyways. Fo any graffiti complaints, 
businesses can contact Lauren Genier at OPD or pick up free graffiti 
removal kits at the Library. The City of Omaha has a graffiti abatement 
department.  
 
Other incidents include an arrest near 58th & Radial of an individual 
who had stolen a skid loader and four vehicles. An individual at 60th & 
Maple was booked into jail for starting fights, a driver at 60th Ave. was 
stopped for turning right on red and found to have other violations 
ending in suspension of his license. Another driver on 60th & Maple 
was stopped for having no plates, insurance or registration. There was 
a theft in progress at Walgreen and the individual was charged with 
felony shoplifting. An individual was banned and barred from Benson 
Towers for causing disturbances. There was another traffic stop at 



 

59th & Maple. An individual at 60th & Maple was booked into jail  for 
drinking in public, littering, and past warrants.  
 
An individual has been causing multiple disturbances, harassment, 
passing out in alleys, and loitering at CHI. He was banned and barred 
from the Library. He was found unresponsive and transported to the 
hospital. 
 
Anyone can call OPD to get a well being check. Businesses can call 
OPD to get ban and bar from their property. 
 
402 Arts Collective is updating its security and surveillance. It would 
be beneficial for businesses to coordinate the aiming of cameras, 
recommended equipment, and best practices, e.g. how long video 
should be stored, fixed vs panned-tilt cameras, etc. John Murphy is 
offering to help coordinate and facilitate a security meeting for 
businesses. It is clarified that security video does not go directly to 
OPD but through a service.  
 
Benson Days Recap 
The Benson Days barricades did not arrive, but otherwise the day was 
a success. The parade was well attended, but the rest of the event 
was not as well attended as in past years. There were a lot of 
competing events on the same day. Trash collection and landscaping 
were taken care of prior to the event.  
 
Benson Boo Bash 
Benson Boo Bash is on the last Saturday in October, 10/26, from 
10:30am to 1pm. It is free to participate however businesses will need 
to supply their own candy or treats to distribute. The BNA counted 
2,555 at the Benson Community Center last year which is an 
attendance record. Be prepared for an even greater turnout this year.  
 
There is no update on the Zombie Walk. 
 
REO Fall Neighborhood Tour 
Sponsors are being sought for Restoration Exchange Omaha's Fall 
Neighborhood Tour on October 12 and 13. The tour will include the 
homes on North 58th Street bounded by Pratt Street on the North and 
Northwest Radial Hwy on the South. REO would like to get a page of 
sponsors to promote going to Benson after the tour. Food donations 
are also being sought to feed the homeowners. There is a deadline of 



 

August 26 to be included in the tour brochure.  
 
OTHER UPDATES 
 
There is a new apartment complex being planned for Military Ave. 
 
402 Arts Collective is seeking options for solar upgrades. It is 
suggested to look into PACE (Property Assessed Clean Energy) net 
zero financing and contact Nebraskans for Solar about other rebates 
and incentives. 
 
There is no further business and the meeting is adjourned.  
 

Next Meeting: Friday, September 13th 


